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Leaving Your Legacy 
Did you know that you 
can give to the churches, 
agencies and institutions 
of the Iowa Annual 
Conference of the United 
Methodist Church and to 
the world-wide ministries 
of the United Methodist 
Church in a variety of different ways? There are lots of 
creative charitable vehicles that allow you to use your 
assets to accomplish your philanthropic goals. 

The Iowa United Methodist Foundation facilitates giving 
to churches, agencies and institutions of the Iowa 
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church and 
to the world-wide ministries of the United Methodist 
Church. 

Planned Giving 
Giving to The United Methodist Church can take many 
forms, and the Iowa United Methodist Foundation 
encourages donors to explore ways that are best for 
them. Options available through different planned 
giving methods offer creative alternatives that often 
benefit both donor and recipient.  



Giving a planned gift will help ensure that the ministries 
that have meant the most to you during your lifetime 
will continue into the future. With planned giving you 
decide what to give and how to give it. You may 
designate your gift to benefit a certain ministry area, 
church, program or agency. Your gift can be given all at 
once or endowed for continuing support. 

Here are some charitable gift ideas that are simple to 
execute and can be suited to benefit your Church or 
any United Methodist related charity. Before making a 
final decision, please consult with your professional 
financial advisor. 

To learn more about our services, please visit our web 
site at www.iumf.org or call us at 515-974-8927. 



Gifts You Can Make Now 

Type of Gift Benefit  

Appreciated Securities 

Donor avoids capital gains taxes 
and receives an income tax 
deduction; Church sells shares 
tax-free  

Appreciated Real Estate 
Immediate income tax deduction 
and avoidance of capital gains 
tax 

Donor Advised Fund 

Immediate income tax 
deduction, flexibility and an 
opportunity to practice 
philanthropy on a regular basis. 

Life Insurance Future gift to the church. 

Retained Life Estate 
Charitable income tax deduction 
and lifetime use of your home. 

Retirement Plan 
Avoidance of heavily taxed gift 
to heirs. 



Gifts You Can Defer 

Type of Gift Benefit  

Bequest in Will 

Your estate receives a tax 
deduction. The church receives 
your gift when the estate is 
settled. 

Living Trust 
Privacy, flexibility, control of trust 
for lifetime, possible estate tax 
savings 



Lifetime Income Arrangements 

Type of Gift Benefit  

Charitable Gift Annuity 

Charitable income tax 
deductions, fixed annuity 
payments for life (portion tax-
free), future gift to church. 

Charitable Remainder  
Annuity Trust 

Charitable income tax 
deductions, fixed income for life, 
future gift to church. 

Charitable Remainder  
Unitrust 

Immediate income tax 
deduction, annual income for life 
that has potential to increase. 

Charitable Lead Trust 
Reduces size of taxable estate; 
keeps property in family, often 
with reduced gift taxes. 



Confidential Consultation 
The Iowa United 
Methodist Foundation is 
available to provide 
confidential consultation 
and estimated gift 
calculations for planned 
giving. In addition the 
Foundation  can process  
gifts of equity with 
confidentiality and low fees. 

For Information Contact: 

Iowa United Methodist Foundation 

2301 Rittenhouse Street 

Des Moines, IA 50321 

515-974-8927 

info@iumf.org 

 
 

Disclosure 
Neither the author, the publisher, nor this organization is engaged in rendering 
legal or tax advisory service. For advice and assistance in specific cases, the 
services of an attorney or other professional advisor should be obtained. The 
purpose of this publication is to provide general gift, estate and financial 
planning information. State laws govern wills, trusts and charitable gifts made 
in a contractual agreement. Advice from legal counsel should be sought when 
considering these types of gifts. Watch for tax revisions. Some types of gifts 
may not be available in all states. Check with your professional advisor. 
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